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Mr. President and gentlemen of the Convention : 

This is no ordinarily interesting occasion. . 'The great and 
most vitally important question which has. been agitating 
the country for the past year as to who should be the stan- 
dard bearer of the Democracy in the coming Presidential 
contest, has been settled, most gloriously settled, for the De- 
mocracy, for our State, for our great republic. The alter- 
nating hope and fear which have pervaded the Democracy 
of the country relative to the action of the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention have been changed to an inspiration. of 
universal joy. The union of the Democratic party of this 
nation has become a fixed fact. The union of the Dem- 
ocratic party for the sake of the Union, has been proclaimed 
throughout this broad land, and a most glorious triumph 
awaits it. The great Democratic heart every where beats 
freer, the great Democratic pulse everywhere beats stronger, 
North and South, Eastand West. 

From every section of the country the most gratifying 
news is being received... In New York the Democracy pre- 
sents a united front. The divisions and troubles and em- 
barrassments which have so long and so unfortunately sur- 
rounded the party there, are removed. The Empire State is 
itself again. Pennsylvania is again the Key Stone of the 
Democratic arch, and old Virginia, the “mother of Presi- 
dents” will most triumphantly sustain the gallant son_ of 
New Hampshire, the candidate Virginia so nobly presented to 
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the Baltimore Convention? | 'Throughout the South and 
West the enthusiasm is unbounded, and the Democracy 
present an unbroken front. 

The Baltimore platform is large enough and broad enough 
and strong enough for the whole Democratic party of this 
nation, and upon it the Democratic party of the Union are 
rallying, conquering and to conquer. 

On the 8th of January last the Democratic State Conven- 
tion of New Hampshire unanimously presented the name of 
Gen. Franklin Pierce to the peoplé of the nation as a can- 
didate for the highest office in its gift. They did this be- 
cause they knew his brilliant genius, his fervent patriotism, 
his tried ability, his latge experience in public affairs, his 
eminent national services, and his undoubted devotion to 
Democratic principles and the Democratic cause all combined 
io render him a most proper and fit candidate for the suf- 
frages of a free people. The Democracy of New Hamp- 
shire knew him and they knew him well. He was one of 
and from and among them. His name was as familiar to them 
as a household word. He was their pride and their boast. 
They had seen with pleasure the foreshadowing of his 
bright future whenas one of the youngest members he rep- 
resented his native town in the State Legislature ; when 
two years atter he waselected to the office of Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, the duties of which he performed 
with elegance and ability never surpassed. They had im- 
mediately after elected him a member of Congress, and had 
seen his dignified bearing and prominent position and in- 
fluence in a Congress numbering among its members the 
most able‘and talented and experienced men of the country. _ 
They had re-elected him to again represent them, and when 
with honor to himself and the State, he had served his 
second term in the popular branch of Congress, they amme-~ 
diately elected him, then but 32 years old, to the United 
States Senate. They had seen him win fresh laurels in his 
new position, as among the ablest and most ready debaters, 
and the most far-seeing and statesman-like legislators of that 
august body, performing the duties of chairman of most im- 
portant committees, and defending the measures of the Dem- 
ocratic party with a power which drew forth the highest 
admiration. They had seen him with his popularity un- 
abated resign his high position and enter upon the arduous 
duties of a professional life with the resolution never to ac- 
cept again political office. They had seen him occupying 
the highest professional position—as an advocate, logical, 
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eloquent and impassioned ; as a counsellor learned, sage and 
discriminating ; as a practitioner, just, courteous and ever 
trne to the interests of his client. They had seen him de- 
cline the tempting opportunity of a return to the United 
States Senate ; yet at the same time shrinking from and 
avoiding no political responsibility, but as the acknowledged 
leader of the party, meeting every emergency boldly and 
manfully, stooping neither to time-serving policy nor aban- 
donment of principle. "They had seen him throw himself 
into the breach at a time when the bold were hesitating and 
the timid wavering, when the treachery of John P. Hale 
was intended to distract and ruin the Democracy of New 
Hampshire. "They had seen him from the first, the firm 
unwavering advocate of that great Democratic measure, the 
annexation of Texas, and the unyielding opponent of all 
attempts to abolitionize the Democratic party. "They had 
seen him decline the proffered office of Attorney General of 
the United States, the duties of which were so congenial to 
his tastes and feelings. They had seen him upon. the dec- 
laration of war with Mexico volunteer as a private soldier, 
and relinquish the most extensive and lucrative practice ever 
enjoyed by any individual in the State. They had seen 
him appointed to the Colonelcy of the brave New England 
regiment, his energy and perseverance in procuring its en- 
listment, his subsequent promotion to the office of. Brigadier 
General, his gallant bearing on the march and on the battle 
field, his kindness to the sick and wounded, his resignation 
of his office as soon as the fighting was over, and his grace- 
ful return to private life. They had seen the State present 
him with a magnificent sword in testimony of its apprecia- 
tion of his patriotic services. They had seen him decline 
the highest office in the State, but they had seen no dim- 
inutiog of his zeal in the Democratic canse, no withdrawal 
of his energy and talent from the defence of Democratic 
principles. ‘They had seen him the unwavering advocate of 
a convention for the revision of our State Constitution, and 
President of that most learned and talented body of men 
ever assembled in the State. They had seen how keeuly 
he had felt the stigma and reproach to whieh his State was 
subjected by the religious and property qualification tests, 
and his eloquent efforts for their abrogation. They had 
seen him when John Atwood attewipted to renew the aboli- 
tion agitation and to place the party in a false position upon 
the Compromise measures, extricate it from the difficulties 
which surrounded it, with an energy as unfaltering and a 
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patriotism as ennobling as the consequences of his course 
have been glorious and decisive. ‘They had seen New 
Hampshire under his guidance ma:ntain the high ground of , 
the Union and the Constitution, untainted with sectionalism, 
the Gibraltar of American Democracy, our party the pride of 
their brethren the country over. 

All this New Hampshire had seen and she presented the 
name of Gen. Pierce to the people of the nation as her 
choice for the Presidency—and most gloriously has New 
Hampshire’s choice commended itself to the people of the 
country. New Hampshire’s choice has become the nation’s 
choice, 

Immediately after the action of the last State Convention, 
Gen. Pierce wrote his letter to Mr Atherton declining to be 
a candidate for the Presidency, and declaring that the use of 
his name in any event before the Democratic National Con- 
vention would be utterly repugnant to his tastes and’ wishes. 
The strongest personal importunity of his friends could not 
dissuade him from the publication of this letter. ‘The most 
earnest appeals to his State pride were made in vain. His 
invariable reply. was, ‘ No man can feel more grateful than 
I do for the high honor New Hampshire has conferred upon 
me.. Her noble Democracy have stood by me always—but 
I must decline being considered a candidate for the Presi- 
dency. Ican support most cheerfully either of the distin- 
guished men who are mentioned in connection with the 
office. Let the Baltimore Convention designate the man 
and the Democracy of the whole country will rally in his 
support.” : 

From the time the letter to Mr. Atherton was written to 
the day the news of his nomination by the Baltimore Con- 
vention was received, Gen. Pierce had been almost incess- 
antly occupied with important professional engagements. 
Probably no prominent man in the country observed with 
less care the chances of the Presidential nomination than 
Gen. Pierce. The letters he was daily receiving from all 
sections of the country predicting the necessity of his nom- 
ination as a compromise candidate, were regarded rather as 
the evidence ‘of strong personal predilections and private 
friendship than as the prophetic predictions of a result so 
soon to be accomplished. It is a most beautiful example of 
“the office seeking the man, rather than the man the office.” 

There can be no better illustration of Gen. Pierce’s un- 
willingness to.accept high political office and of the hon- 
orable and chivalric motives by which he was actuated, than 
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the following letter, written in reply to one from President 
Polk, tendering to him the office of Attorney General of the 
United States, and strongly urging his acceptance, which I 
am sure the Convention: will pardon me for reading :— 


Concorp, N. H., Sept. 6, 1846. 

My Dear Sir Your letter of the 27th ult. was received a week since. Nothing 
eould have been more nee and considering the importance of the prop- 
osition in a great variety of aspects I trust you will not think there has been 
an unreasonable delay in arriving at a decision. With my pursuits for the last 
few years and my present tastes no position, if I were in a situation on the 
whole to desire public employment, could be so acceptable as the one which your 
partiality has proffered. 

I ought not perhaps in justice to the high motives by which I know you are 
governed, to attribute your selection to personal friendship ; but L cannot doubt 
that your judgment in the matter has been somewhat warped by your feelings. 
When I saw the manner in which you had cast your cabinet I was struck By 
the fact that from the entire range of my acquaintance formed at Washington, 
yon could not have called around you men with whom it was my fortune to be 

etter acquainted or of whom I entertained a more delightful recollection than 
Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Walker, Mr. Mason and Mr. Johnson. A place in your 
cabinet therefore so far as personal association is concerned, could not be more 
agreeable, had the whole been the subject of my own choice. 

‘When I add your important measures in the foreign and home administration 
of the: government haye commanded not merely the approbation of my judg- 
ment, but my grateful acknowledgments as an American citizen, you will see 
how desirable on every ground connected with your administration, the office 
tendered would be to me; and yet after mature consideration Iam constrained 
to decline. Although the early years. of my manhood were devoted to public 
life, it was never really suited to my taste. J longed, as I am sure you must 
often have done for the quiet and independence that belongs only to the private 
citizen, and now, at forty, I feel that desire stronger than ever. » eens 

Coming unexpectedly as this offer does, it would be difficult if not impossible 
to arrange the business of an extensive practice, between this and the first of 
November in a manner at all satisfactory to myself or to those who have com- 
mitted their interests to my care and who rely on my services. Besides, you 
know that Mrs. Pierce’s health while at Washington was very delicate—it is I 
fear even more so now, and the responsibilities which the proposed change 
would:necessarily impose upon her, ought probably in themselves to constitute 
an. insurmountable objection to leaving our quiet home for a public station at 
Washington. : 

When I resigned my seat in the Senate in 1842, I did it with the fixed 
purpose never again to. be voluntarily separated from my family for any 
considerable length of time, except’ at the call of my country ih time of war, 
and yet this consequence, for the reason before stated and on account of climate, 
would be very likely to result from my acceptance. 

These are some of the considerations which have influenced my decision. You 
will, 1am sure, appreciate my motives. You will not believe that I have 
weighed my personal convenience andsease against the public interest, especially 
as the office is one which, if not sought, would be readily accepted by gentlemen 
who could bring to your aid attainments and qualifications vastly superior to 
mine. 

Accept my grateful acknowledgments, and believe me, 

Truly and faithfully, 
‘ Your friend, 
FRANK. PIERCE. 


For the reasons given in this letter, Gen. Pierce was con- 
straitied to decline the acceptance of a position in the cabi- 
net thus most gracefully and. unsolicitedly tendered to him 
by the President. Mr. Polk had. kuown Gen. Pierce loug 
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and intimately. They were throughout their congressional 
career on terms of the strongest personal friendship. No 
one better knew Gen. Pierce’s qualities of head and heart 
than Mr. Polk, and no one had a higher appreciation of his 
brilliant genius, his sound statesmanship, and his great ad- 
ministrative ability. The following extract from the letter 
of Mr. Polk, tendering the appointment, shows his high es- 
timate of Gen. Pierce’s character, and reflects upon him the 
highest honor: — 

“Tt gives me sincere pleasure to invite you to accept a 
place in my cabinet, by tendering to you the office of Attor- 
ney Geueral of the United States. I have selected you for 
this important office from my personal knowledge of you, 
and without the solicitation or suggestion of any one. [have 
done so because I have no doubt your personal association 
with me would be pleasant, and from the consideration that 
in the discharge of the duties of the office you could render 
me important aid in conducting my administration. In. this 
instance at least the office has sought the man, and not the 
man the office, and I hope you may accept it.” 

This appointment, so flatteringly proffered, was dectined ; 
bvt the reasons which induced Gen. Pierce to the adoption 
of the course he pursued with regard to this office, had no 
force to resist the “call of the country in time of war,” made 
upon him soon after, ‘The endearments of home, the most 
important professional duties so pressingly claiming his at- 
tention and the heavy pecuniary loss to which he must be 
subjected, were of as little avail as the dust in the balance 
to prevent his instant response to the call upon New England 
for volunteers to fight the battles of their country. His ar- 
dent enthusiasm and untiring energy in raising the noble 
ninth regiment which so gallantly poured out its life-blood 
upon the battle fields of Mexico, and returned to New Eng- 
land but the shadow of the brave band to whom New Eng- 
laud’s honor had been so well entrusted, were but the prelude 
to the patriotic devotion which characterized his every act 
while gloriously assisting in planting his country’s flag in the 
Capital of Mexico. 

Go ask any of the brave officers or privates, whose toils 
and dangers Gen. Pierce shared in the Mexican campaign, 
and they will tell you that a more gallant officer—a man of 
more undoubted and chivalric courage—one more devotedly 
beloved by every individual of his command or with whom 
he was associated, never drew his sword in defence of his 
country’s rights. No breath of aspersion was ever breathed 
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against Gen. Pierce by any gallant man who had with him 
perilled his life for his country. It was reserved for craven 
cowards at home to basely endeavor to blot the fair fame so 
gallantly earned—an endeavor as malignant and futile as 
was ever the offspring of an imbecile head and coward heart. 
With regard to the conduct of Gen. Pierce in Mexico, let 
the despatches of Gen. Scott— his universal popularity 
throughout the army with those of every rank and grade— 
his complimentary appointment as one of the Commission- 
ers to arrange the armistice immediately after those decisive 
battles in which he had acted so prominent a part—the uni- 
versal testimony of all the brave men with whom he was 
associated, tell their ‘plain unvarnished tale,” and the tale 
they tell shall make glad every American heart—for the re+ 
sponse shall be, “no braver man lives—no man better de- 
serves well of his country.” 

Let the ardent telegraphic congratulations from his old 
companions in arms from all sections of our land answer 
whether our country’s honor was ever intrusted to safer 
hands. The despatch from Gov. Seymour of Connecticut— 
“General, I congratulate you. Forward the Ninth !”—is 
but indicative of the universal delight with which his nom- 
ination has been received by his associates in Mexico. No- 
veniber will show the practical expression of their joy the 
country over ! 

Of Gen. Pierce’s qualifications for the Presidency I need 
not speak. His genius, his learning, his political sagacity, 
the pride of the State, have too long placed him in the front 
ranks of the prominent men of the country, to need allusion 
here. Who can but admire the talent, the industry, the na- 
tive and acquired ability by which he has placed himself at 
the head of the New Hampshire Bar—a Bar in which the 
standard of eminence will not suffer by compariscn with 
that in any State in this Union? Who has not observed 
that wonderful versatility of talent which has adorned each 
and all of the various stations he has occupied? Who has 
not remarked that keen, far-reaching foresight—that broad 
nationality, that judicious and patriotic energy “which has 
signalised his political career? Who has not looked with 
astonishment upon his entire familiarity with all political 
subjects in the midst of his ceaseless and most important 
professional engagements ? Who has not noticed his fideli- 
ty and stern adherence to the principles of the Demoeratic 
party at all times and under all circumstances—his total ab- 
horrence of sectionalism in all its forms, and his bold fear- 
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} lessness of political action? Who does not know his integ- — 
rity of character, his kindness of heart, his generosity and 

truthfulness of purpose? The history of no man furnishes 
i more conclusive evidence of. qualifications fitted to adorn the. 
f station he is destined to fill! | But, gentlemen, I have already 
detained you too long. I know it is your opinion—I believe 
it to be the opinion of the Democracy everywhere, that in 
oh Gen. Pierce the country will have a President, wise, patriotic 
4 rie most worthy to guide the councils of this great repub- 

ic. a 

In Mr. King, the nominee for Vice President, we have a _ 
statesman of vast experience, of eminent talents and of great 
and lasting popularity. He has been long the, intimate, 
personal and_ political friend of Gen. Pierce. . Asound Dem- 
ocrat, a polished scholar and refined gentleman, no name 
could add more strength to the ticket or be more thoroughly - 
acceptable to the entire Democracy of the county.) With | 
Pieree and King for our standard bearers, we have a ticket 
true to the principles and strong in the confidence of the 
“whole Democratic party of the Nation. Ay most glorious 

triumph awaits it... r ety EES Pe 
The following resolutions were unanimously adopted by the meeting ner ied 
Resolved, That the Democracy of the Granite State welcome with most heart- 
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i , high tribute from our friends of the other States of the Union, to our principles — 
| through the person of their ablest advocate and firm defender. ey" 

} Resolved, ‘That though with the motto under which they have always acted, 
“ principles not men,” the Democracy of this State would now as they ever have 
done, most’ cheerfully have followed any standard bearer’ in’ the > vl wi 
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Presidential contest whom the Convention had selected, yet now. they will with 
greater enthusiasm rally around him whom they have so often followed—ofte 
tried and always found true. : fae : 3 
Resolved, That we send back to our Democratic friends everywhere through- 
out the Union greetings with our assurance that the confidence by this nomination 
$0 nobly reposed in Gen. Pierce, will be by him most fully redeemed towards 
them who have so unanimously conferred it, and with our congratulations on the 
: triumph to our principles which his election will secure. oi 
/ Resolved, That the past is the best assurance for the future, and the well tried 
5 ability of Gen. Pierce in private and public life, his integrity and firmness and 
' his ardent patriotism, all afford the most ample assurance that the honor of our 
i beloved Union may safely be intrusted to his hands and that he will fearlessly 
\ discharge the high duties of the office to which he is nominated, with as sacred. 
regard to the Constitution and the laws and to the rights of all the members of 
our Republic. : ; pohcilb 
Resolved, That we heartily approve of the nomination of Wa. R. Kine for 
the Vice Presidency, and to him with the favorite son of New Hampshire we 
pledge our cordial support. Heys] tds 
\ Resolved, That we fully adopt the resolutions passed at the recent Democratic 
) Baltimore Convention, as the broad platform of principles on which we will 
stand firmly with our democratic brethren throughout the Union. ’ 


